28 September 2007

The National Assembly

National Assembly Complex

Three Arms Zone

Abuja

Distinguished Senators and Honourable Members, 
Call for Urgent Passage of the Freedom of Information Bill

We, the undersigned organisations and individuals, write to you – Distinguished Senators and Honourable Representatives of the Nigerian people in the National Assembly - to demand prompt passage into law of the Freedom of Information Bill before the end of 2007. 
We are concerned that the inordinate delay in passing this Bill into law undermines democratic and accountable governance by denying us our fundamental right to know and participate fully in the government of our country. 
The right of citizens to access public information underpins a democratic system of government and is a core requirement for good governance.  Indeed, it is a human right. 
The Freedom of Information Bill has been pending before the National Assembly since 1999. The Presidency has indicated that President Umaru Yar’Adua supports the quick passage of this Bill. By passing it into law, each and every member of this 6th National Assembly will be showing practical support for the President, protecting Nigerians, and making a historic contribution towards democratic consolidation in Nigeria. Above all, you will also be elevating the public perception and institutional credibility of our National Assembly. 

Through this petition, Distinguished Senators, Honorable Members, we urge you to seize this moment. The time to act is now!
Respectfully yours,
